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with Heff & Jaeden Vardon of Sunshine Coast Uni

Research feyﬁry various shark detervents to reduce shark
pﬂeﬁmﬁ/aﬁon with ﬁ'yﬁinﬂ ﬂé;nj the Great Barvier Reef is
ﬁroyreﬂ'i;gg we/[ with emﬂ@ research imﬁmﬁnﬂ use 0][ J'ﬁm%
deterrents to vesultin less /ef.wﬂ/aﬁon. This research ﬂmﬁ/ef/ @ the
Queensiand Department of ﬂﬂm'cuﬁ‘ure and Fisheries, involved
testing two deterrents available to commercial, charter and
recreational line ﬁyﬁem onboard ﬁmyon l’a@ ﬁ’yﬁi@ charters
operating out of Port 000!7/&11’ in Queenslond Australia, These
deterrents tosted included the electric FISHOL shark detervent @
Ocean Guardian and the m&yneﬁc Zepﬁeﬁ'n shark deferrent
ﬁ'yﬁinj sinker @ SharkRanz. %J'firy 50 }[M onboard ﬁmgon
L’M@ %k'ﬁi@ Charters has found use of both these deterrents to
resultin less &/epref/ﬂﬁon, giving ﬁ’yﬁinﬂ customers onéoam/ﬂrmfer
successin /anaﬂ'ry ﬁsﬁ

Tﬁm»gﬁouf this research the use of underwater cameras has
allowed us to better understand the behaviour associated with
ﬂ@p;ﬂe/aﬁon and what goes on below the water when ﬁ'yﬁinﬂ is
occwm'nj, Camera video has foum/ that sharks are common at
certain sites and sometimes aﬁﬂm@ helow the hoat before the first
line s even p/m/a/aep/in the water. Other situations have found sharks
to turn up ﬂﬁ‘er ﬁ;ﬁmﬂ has commenced and fo//ow hoats ﬁﬁom siteto
site to f[eﬁre/afe catches, Cameras have also shown mu/ﬁﬁ/e sharks

at /eﬁre/aﬁon sites with compefiﬁon amonjxf sharks fo
aé/me/ﬂﬁon ﬁjﬁ

Zlﬁ%mgﬁ use oﬁ'ﬁmﬁﬁ/et‘e;ﬂmné‘y{) fmﬂ has resulled’in a reduction in
the rate of o/epre&/aﬁon, testing has found some fish to still be eaten
even while m’i@ shark deterrents, This was due to the restricted
range 0][ J'ﬁm% deterrents and cﬁﬂ/ﬂeryey with m’iry them while
ﬁ'.vﬁinﬂ i éeinﬁ undertaken, Further, Grouper \S’peciey have also
been found to be as freziuenfm‘ sharks at some sites o@/wef/aﬁnﬂ fish
and as these detervents do not impact fish species, &épre/a tion stillis
re;‘u/ﬁry /[rom the Gmuf,'em' while m‘iry deterrents,

Fl/fﬁo@ﬁ not comp/efe@ effective this ear@ research demonstrates
that use 0][ a shark ﬁ/ep@ymenf con resulf in loss f[eﬂre/aﬁon
expem’ence/ @ ﬁ'yﬁm and ﬂ:ﬂem‘er success while ﬁ'yﬁi@, This
researchwould not be ﬂm’iﬁ/e without Steve Adamson and the crew
onboard ﬁmyon L’m@ W)‘ﬁinﬂ Charters and we look ][orwam/ fo
conﬁnuinj to work with this apemﬁon over comiry months to ﬁ‘m/
whichshark deterrentis oﬁﬁma/ to use while ﬁ'yﬁinj,
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Fishing On the Daintree

As ex/;ecfe&/ the Fl@m‘f perio&/ proueﬁ/ to be an exﬁﬂeme@ émy time
for me, main@ with charter work but also ﬂ&/ﬁﬁﬂﬂ a coup/e of
additions to my bhoat which included new eryiney anda ﬁyﬁ endside
scanner, The side scanner can detect life in the water from a lateral
foint of view. So for e;(am/a[e it9'm 5'/0@(@ moving ﬂfonj itwill /91’0&
up fish life 20~30m either side of the boat. I¢'s ﬁﬂn@ for J'emcﬁinﬂ
ﬂ/my the banks ][or barra but also in ofpen water wﬁere@ you may
he /ooéinj around a mark and the ﬁ'yﬁ arejm‘f J'iffi@ oﬁ[ the area
which the main sounderis /oaéiry ﬂfﬂé’;ﬂec@ below. 9¢ cerfain@ does
give me more confidence and ﬂéiﬁ@ to source the fish, 9'm keen to
rm@ see how it perﬂwmy out ﬂfory the coast when J'emcﬁinj for
macée:ﬂe/ and other pe/ajic ﬁjﬁ Wavi@ allthe modern accessories is
great butthe fish still have to hein the Vijﬁf mood to get the resulls
gﬂl"l"fl’lj one /ay where we had a ﬁ'yﬁ around \S’nﬂ/ﬂfaer Yslond
cm‘cﬁi@ some nice Jsland Trout, the rest of the time was spent in the
river, The ﬁ}'ﬁinj was a bit fmgﬁ on the roaring 5@ tides around the
moons and there was a minor f/ﬂfjpm‘ when the tides were very nea,
Other than this it was a great time fo he ﬁyﬁinﬂ the river. My hest
/ayymw me fa/a info the 61‘% m Queenﬁ'yﬁ which were thick at imes,
Tﬁey were concentrated in the main channel but also up on the ][/ﬂfj’

at times on the ﬁlgﬁ tide, Cm‘cﬁi@ them in J‘Kinny water is a real
bhuzz 9 must admit as fﬁey have little choice but ex/ﬁ/w[e all over the

J‘Wface. 9 was able to ﬂez‘ these ﬁ)ﬁ with traditional live bait pﬁﬂzﬁ‘ny

in the curvent but also on surface foppers which make for a very

visualstrike.

?ny old fauowiz‘e, the %’@e;ﬂm&wk was fypim@ up and about and
on the odd occasion seemed to be the on@ fish 9 could find at times.

There's been at various times a run of river ﬁﬂem@ which can rm@

turn up the dial as fﬁfi’y tend to swim in schools and can be supier

aqqressive with whatever "you preyenf to them.

Amongst the snags 9 started to see a lot more interest from the harra

but at times due to myﬂer error z‘ﬁey didn 'fﬂez‘ z‘ﬁy’oé done. That's
all fpart and, ﬁmﬂce/ of charter ﬁjﬁny with ine)(/)em'ence/ mig/em' on

some /ayy, but with the new side scanner 9'm exﬁeaﬁry the veturn

rate to imprrove com’iﬁﬁ;mé@ with the water fempemfum 5‘/0»(/@

Viyiry,

Other than this it will be head down and bum up s there no end to

the éooﬁi@y mow'nj ][ommm[ 9also think the ne)(fmom% orsoisthe

hest time of year to he ﬁ}'ﬁinj on the Daintree and I'm /ooéinj

orward fo some great action,
9
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Dragon Lady Gharters

The month of August fo he honest went fm’e@ c,uieé@ for us with
solid 500@'@;‘ and’ mox@ reasonable weather e;(ee/of ][or the bhack
endwitha jaoe/ hlow coming fﬁroegﬁ /m‘firy,veuem/ days,
We had some ree:@ interesting e/ﬂyy with some pme/uei@
eemp/efe@ different resultswhich 9'lelaborate on,
The first ﬂﬂrﬁeu/ﬂr tripy saw the hottom ﬁ'yﬁmj a little quiet but it
was f/oe;ﬁnﬂ mackerel rod which proe/ueee/ the ﬂooeé' for the e/e:y.
From memory the weather was a bit éumpy but it was the float
line which seemed to fgnife all, e/ezy, WNe ﬁepf 65pemi.vﬁ mackerelfo
divide amongst the funters which is our allowed quote frer e/ay for
our vessel, 9 susprect we could have cmgﬁf twice as many hut once
we reached our allotmentwe fputitaway forthe efﬂy,
On another tripy we had a éy e/ﬂy on the coral trout up in the
shallows wﬁere@ we came home with about 25 of them. Tﬁey
were all sizeable fish too up to around 5@, The interesting fﬁinj
we noticed when [rrocessing them is fﬁafnemﬂ@ allof themwere full
of roe. Norme:@ you don't expect to see this until a few weeks later
but fﬁey were fullin the ée@. Jt may suggest an earlier spevn at
some locations this yeamrmf we ll have towait and'see, Flfe/meem‘@
fﬁey have the ﬂéiﬁ@ tocarry this roe for quitea perioe/ andwait for
the ideal conditions to [resent, even if fﬁey wait Gl the October
vediction on the new moon, fwater tempreratures can go uf even
abit. it meyée an emﬂ@ eventin \S’epz‘eméen
Another infeeeyﬁry fri/; we exﬁem’eneee/ was in moe/emfe@ e/eep
waters and cezegﬁf half a dozen ripping red emperor. Ona joee/
e/ay | you would exﬁeef fo meyée accumulate 2-3 ﬁ'xﬁ but this was a
bit of an exception. Considered @ many as the ullimats reef fish

042931/2466

this was a p/em'ily resulf

Other than this it was a consistent month overall with a hand of
other Jpeeieyﬂeffi@ n e:moryyf the action. These imcluded 5ﬂ%

bream, cobia, Jweef/i/,', J'fri/)eyy, jefe/wa frem@ and also the old
Mm‘@ee feem@ which turned up later in the month, At this time

o][yemﬂ all manmer of.v/,veciey seem to enjoy the conditions and will
have their moments at various times,

I association with Jaiden }[:ﬂom the Sunshine Coast 'Mniuew'@

we continued our Shark ﬁepeee/ﬂﬁon frogram e/eﬁ/oyinﬂ anti
shark devices, From what 9'm seeing I'm ﬂueﬁ'ﬁmefﬁ@ arounda

50% reduction in activity from the feof@ critters. Stll there's a

/onﬂ way to go with different times of the  year. In saying this we
are eo//ecﬁ@ a lot of data and associated underwater fooz‘eye fo

ﬁf@ 1 gauge the research, 9tis 6eeomz’nﬂ 7w’fe olvious that the bulk
of fish eaten ave a result from the Pig Eye Shark with the swahs
taken from any remaining fishwe retrieve to the hoat

This eomiry month sees us down in Cairns }[ar a weeé eﬁwfem’rg
with a éy conference group which will be a eﬁane 0][ seenery.

Ofher than this éooéfnﬂy arevery solid back here /oea@,
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Santaire Gharters

with Graig Newhold
The month of August saw us comp[efe the bulk of our scheduled
charters with moy@ affordable conditions to deal with, There's
still a fair bit of south em'fe;ﬂ@ wind at times lut one can feel this will
start to ease oﬁ[ a bit. In saying all this it has been a wim@ year fo
dateand our éoymre rea@ ﬁm’yi@ for fﬁi@y tosettle down.,

We had some massive moments in recent weeks with one
parﬁcu/ar session foroving to be incredible, 9 was on /ay one of an
ouernfgﬁf charter with Mum and her two feen@e sons all the waiy
over /[rom Denmark,, Within the ﬁ'm‘ hour 0}[ ﬁjﬁmﬂ our Jﬁiﬁﬁer
Troy, ran across a 5@ pm‘cﬁ of surface activity which was on fire,
Y resulted in 9 Spam’yﬁ WMackerel and 8 Northern B/ueﬁ'n Tuna
éei@ hooked up to. The feemye éfyy had an experience fﬁey i
never fm:gef and will Jﬁmw/ the word how ﬂoo/ the ﬁjﬁnfig Is
"Down Under', A ][ew ﬁjﬁ were Keﬁf }[ar conmm/yﬁan and rest
released, These pw'/a/e pm‘cﬁey don't ﬁapﬁen all that often ém‘ﬂoey
to show that the Great Barrier Reef can dish ufp some of the best
ﬁ'yﬁinﬂ onthe p/aneﬁ

Other mcceyyfu/ p/ayy Saw us ﬁjﬁzry in the a@e/mr water and
p/ucﬁinﬂ some classic /mye mouth nanwm’ up to 9@. Add in

Ph 0409 610 869

few hard ﬁifﬁ@ chinaman fish am/joﬂ/ypof freua@ into the mix,
it cem‘m’n@ left behind some battered up ary[m‘ but all with ég
smiles,

Y wasa ﬁayiﬁve monthin wyam@ fo mfcﬁinﬂ c;w’fe a }[ew nice cobia
or hlack éinjﬁ'yﬁ as fﬁey are called, These ﬁ}'ﬁ have the ﬁu/ﬁry
capacity of a ﬁﬂeiﬂﬁf train no matter their size, Tﬁey have the
knack 0][ ﬂoinﬂ fo a new level when 5.91‘@ éo»igﬁf in closer to the
hoat ﬂy this froint most fish have given up the ﬂﬁw'f somewhat,
hut these brufes ﬁ'm/ a reserved burst 0][ enerqy unlike no other and
areareal 5&:7}5/[@[ Once hoated and on the deck fﬁf/y Veciuim to bhe
aﬂkpﬂfcﬁe&/ very c;m’c&@ as fﬁey can cause chaos and also @'M@,
The end result however is a beautiful table eating fish am\//m‘f
another ﬁmfwe ofwﬁm‘ we can cateh on our local waters.

Other than this we had some a/ﬂyy im/aﬁ/i@ some morﬁeﬁry at
lunch time and also a dedicated dive frip withalocal. company.
Se/ofeméeryfmfy fosee us /mncﬁ out quite few oueﬂ@ﬁf charters
as well as the normal. f/ay work, We are /00@’;27 forwam/ to some
exciting ﬁjﬁn’y p/anne&/ ahead and| ﬁ'ryem' crossed the weather will
allow us to accampﬁyﬁ this.



Reel Cooking with Heff
Crunchy Pelagic Sashimi

With a lof of \S’pam}'ﬁ Mackerel and also Novthern Bluefin Tuna around at the moment this is a mﬁﬁyﬁmy dish which
doesn't  get any healthier.

%ywmﬁem‘y

Fillet of S/mnixﬁ Mackerel or Northern Bluefin Tuna

Soy Sauce fora &ﬁpﬂ;@ marinate' with fish

Go for it with  your own salad dish combination - we nyﬂeyz‘ mmc@ very thin Chinese noodles not cooked, raw snow feas,
fm‘ﬁ méé@e very ﬁne@ cﬁopfm{ very ﬁ'ne@ cﬁafﬁpe&/ carrot, some capers Jpriné/e&/ in and all wif@'m'f a hint o[/m'ame oil.

Method

The salad is the easy pm"f to assemble and [ your call

The fish however has to be ém'ica@ slithered into a few millimetres thick and in a 5-
Eem in circumfermce. Z%m'im@ the size 0][ a medallion. This requires a cﬁef Km’fe
sharpened to the maximum.

A hint, ﬁ/ﬂce the fillet for 10 minutes into the freezer to firm the flesh and this will assist
with the carving process into thin sfices,

Just M{a fish into Soy dish before mfpﬁrfg fo p/ﬂfe, ?Em'im@ a Super Food' dish !

Locally Port Douglas | NS
By ‘Sharky’ Shane Dowwn

Furelg K nown
By Reputation
Bestin FNQ

Ph 0427 012 735 www.fishingportdouglas.com.au Ph: 0409610869
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